FADE | N:
OVER BLACK

A cal mteenage voi ce breaks the silence.

DAVI D GRAHAM (O S.)
(sarcastically)
My nane is David G aham | am 17 and
a senior in high school. Mst people
t hi nk they know what their |ast year
is supposed to be like. Truth is..
none of us really do.

(exhal es | oudl y)
|'ve been in school ever since | can
remenber, | really don't know what
to expect... I"'mjust hoping to
survive it.

BOOM BOOM BOOM the door rattles.
M5. WHEELER (O S.)
Davi d! You up!
| NT. DAVID S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

The roomis neat but nodest. School books stacked neatly.
DAVI D GRAHAM (bi -racial, blind), sits upright in bed. A
white cane rest beside him

DAVI D GRAHAM
(yawni ng)
Yeah, |'m up.
The door opens, MS. WHEELER (40's, th
peeks in, wig slightly off-center, |

MS. VWHEELER
You need to get up, you're going to
be late for school.

DAVI D GRAHAM

in, warm but worn)
ke she rushed.

Relax. | still have tine.

M5. VWHEELER
Your clothes are laid out on the
dr esser.

DAVI D GRAHAM
Thanks.

She lingers for a noment and then shuts the door.
SHUFFLI NG BUMPI NG sounds fill the room The door opens
back up.

MS. VWHEELER
Need sone hel p?

DAVI D GRAHAM
Moml |'mgetting dressed can you
give ne a m nute?

M5. VWHEELER

JAMES T. CAMPBELL - WRITING SAMPLE



Ohn! Right, sorry. I'll be in the
kit chen.

She cl oses the door, while making a subtle | augh. David
stands up and stretches, before navigating the roomwth
practiced famliarity.

DAVI D GRAHAM (V. Q.)
My nmom worries about everyt hing.

(softly)
And that worries ne.

| NT. VWHEELER HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Ms. Wheeler is excitedly holding a small canmera as David
ent ers.

MS. VWHEELER
(into the canera)
This is ny handsone son on his first
day of school. He is a senior with a
bright future ahead of him He was
so excited waking up this norning.

DAVI D GRAHAM
Mom what are you doi ng?

She grows silent.

DAVI D GRAHAM
Are you filmng nme?

MS. VWHEELER
No? | nean yes, can you just say
sonet hing nice for the canera.

DAVI D GRAHAM
| literally, just woke up and don't

feel like being recorded right now.
| have a mass-com cl ass for that.
MS. VWHEELER

(into the canera)
He is just shy world.

DAVI D GRAHAM

No I"mnot, | just would like you to
stop it, PLEASE

MS. VWHEELER
OKAY! CKAY!

She puts the canera down. David sits down at his usua
spot and Ms. Wieel er places oatneal with cut up fruit in
front of him

DAVI D GRAHAM
(excited)
Is that, bacon and eggs | snell.

Ms. Weel er puts her head down.
MS. VWHEELER
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There were only 3 slices of bacon
and 1 egg left, we both couldn't--

DAVI D GRAHAM
We both? Momthis is My! first day
of school and you deci ded to save
t he good stuff for yourself?

MS. VWHEELER
| didn't think you would m nd, since
you- -

DAVI D GRAHAM
(shaki ng head)
Well you thought wrong, SHEESH!

She feels bad about breakfast then ponders a few seconds

for a sol ution.

M5. VWHEELER
How about | cook your favorite
di nner tonight?

DAVI D GRAHAM
Deal, but | would have w shed you
asked ne before you assuned.

David starts eating his oatneal. Wile his nother watches

carefully. Monents pass and sonet hing seens off.

DAVI D GRAHAM
Wiy are you staring at nme?

M5. VWHEELER
|"mnot staring, Imjust--

DAVI D GRAHAM
You're definitely staring.

MS. VWHEELER
(enmbarrassed)
How woul d you even know if--

DAVI D GRAHAM
(sm rking)
| may be blind, but i'm not
ret arded.

The roomfalls silent.

MS. VWHEELER
| mjust proud of you.

David shrugs it off.

DAVI D GRAHAM
Its just Hi gh school nom

MS. VWHEELER
It's your last year and the hurdles
it took for me to get you to this
point nmeans a lot to nme and should
to you as well.
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The statenent |ands for the nonent with David and he
ponders.

DAVI D GRAHAM (V. Q.)
My nom says senior year is the start
of the rest of ny life. Personally,
| think that's a | ot of pressure for
soneone who just got snubbed over a
pl ate of bacon and eggs for oatneal.

I NT. FRANKLIN H GH SCHOOL - MASS MEDI A CLASS - DAY

David sits in front of the canera, waiting to deliver the
school year's first norning announcenents. These
announcenents are televised in every classroomof the
school during the last 8 m nutes of 1st period.

CAMERA MAN
W are onin 3,2,1..

David starts reading fromhis braille inprinted note cards
sl oW vy.

DAVI D GRAHAM
Hello Franklin High, this is David
Graham comng to you with this
norni ng' s announcenents; as you know
this is the first day of school, so
if you need to nmake changes to your
schedul e make sure you do it by
Friday. There will be physicals
adm ni stered on Thursday for those
of you who need themto play sports.
We al so have a new salad stand in
the cafeteria for everyone to take
advantage of. It is going to be hot
for the next couple of days, so nake
sure you dress properly. That is al
t he announcenents that | have for

you right now, | hope everyone wl |
have a wonderful first day and GO
MUSTANGS! "

The Production teamturns off David's mc and AIRS on the
school years previous sports highlights

CANVERA MAN
And we're done.

The production teamthen replays recordings fromthe
captured nonents fromtoday's first day of school unti
the bell rings for class dismssal.

DAVI D GRAHAM
Did ny guide make it here yet?

YESSI CA GONZALEZ, a short, energetic female sitting in the
corner stands up.

YESSI CA
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Yes David |I'm here.

DAVI D GRAHAM
|"mglad that you made it.

BING The bell rings to transition between cl asses and
Yessi ca goes over to help David up to escort him

| NT. HI STORY CLASS - DAY
Yessi ca escorts David to his desk, while the other

students fill the enpty classroom seats rapidly.
YESSI CA
K David, I'll see you in an hour.
David nods. Yessica, hurries to get to her own cl ass.
CLASSMVATE

Hey David, how was your summer?
A classmate | eans towards Davi d.

DAVI D GRAHAM
Great. Spent tinme with ny grands,
did sonme charity work, and interned
with a non-profit.

CLASSNVATE
| see Yessica cane back to be your
gui de.

DAVI D GRAHAM
W' ve been friends for a long tine.
Qur schedul es are al nost the sane
besides this period, 5th period, and
| unch.

CLASSNVATE
| wish | could | eave cl asses early.

DAVI D GRAHAM
She isn't doing it to skip class
man, she helps nme and its not
exactly easy.

CLASSMVATE
No di srespect dude, | just wouldn't
be doing it if I wasn't benefitting
fromit but Improud for you.

DAVI D GRAHAM
(sarcastic)
Yeah... | figured.

BING Final bell has rung
MR BILLUPS, the teacher stands in front of the class.

MR, Bl LLUPS
Vel cone back, I'msure you had a
great summer, but it is nowtine to
get back to work.
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